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Unfinished Business is a contemporary 
performance company based in London (UK).  
Built around a collaboration between Artistic 
Director Leo Kay and producer Anna Smith, 
the company works with associate artists and 
communities to create and tour innovative 
theatre and performance projects. Their work 
challenges conventional relationships between 
audience and performer, generating new and 
meaningful ways for people to interact and 
connect through participating in performance.  
Celebration, ritual, collective action and
healing are some of the company’s current 
creative concerns.

Over the next few years Unfinished Business 
plan to expand as they continue to develop
and tour new projects, both through their own 
work and in collaboration with other artists
and companies. This document provides an 
insight into their practice and some of their 
current projects.
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TOURING PROJECTS
INTERNATIONAL POTENTIAL

It’s Like He’s Knocking
Created by Leo Kay

“A fascinating, 
spontaneous
concoction of
world music,
dance and
storytelling.”
The List, 2012

“Telling it how it is
even if you don’t
quite know how
it was.”

A striped-back performance incorporating 
storytelling, dance theatre and Afro-Brazilian 
percussion, set in the intimacy of a bed-sit. 
Originally created for small domestic spaces, 
the show has recently been adapted to 
accommodate larger spaces in a promenade 
format, which has proved extremely successful.  

Audiences are transported through a collage 
of moments from the lives of three generations 
of men. They’re invited to drink a toast to loved 
ones, bet on some cards and close their eyes
to remember their past, as Leo playfully weaves 
a fragmented narrative of ancestry, memory
and the magic of coincidence.

CREATIVE TEAM

Creation and Performance: Leo Kay
Musical Composition: Pedro Lima De Oliveria 
(from original composition by Mestre Messias)
Musical Participation: Mestre Carlao
(Alexandre Texeira da Silva)
Accordion arrangements: Martina Schwarz
Dramaturgy: Phil Mackenzie
Script Consultant: Polar Bear 
Producer: Unfinished Business 

KEY DETAILS

Performance space: 12m x 12m (minimum), 
ideally not a traditional theatre space.
Audience Capacity: 50 
Languages: English or Portuguese 
Duration: 1 hour
Performance team: 2 performers, 2 technicians



TOURING PROJECTS
INTERNATIONAL POTENTIAL

Only Wolves And Lions
Created by Unfinished Business

“One of the most
special evenings
of my life”
Nick Ahad
BBC Radio Leeds, 2012

‘Only wolves and lions eat alone, you should
not eat, not even a snack, on your own.’ Epicurus

Mixing cooking, performance and a good chat 
Only Wolves And Lions takes a fresh look at 
human behaviour in the pursuit of happiness.  
Drawing on research surrounding community, 
isolation and the meaning of the word crisis, 
Leo Kay and Unai Lopez de Armentia invite you 
to cook, eat and speak together.  

Bringing you collective action, anecdotal 
storytelling, and the odd philosophical musing, 
they host a dinner with a difference!
Audience members are asked to bring raw 
ingredients, to which Unfinished Business 
contribute basics herbs, spices and 
carbohydrates. Over the course of the evening 
audience and performers create and consume
a spontaneous banquette together, whilst a
live DJ responds to their rhythm with music.
No performance is ever the same as the last!

CREATIVE TEAM

Created by Leo Kay 
Devised and Performed by Leo Kay and
Unai Lopez de Armentia
Produced by Anna Smith/Unfinished Business 

KEY DETAILS

Performance space: 12m x 12m (minimum), 
ideally not a traditional theatre space.
Audience Capacity: 20 (12 minimum)
Languages: English, Spanish or Portuguese 
Performance team: 2 performers,1 technician, (1 
translator – depending on language)
Duration: 3.5 hours

NB: The performance involves
live cooking on gas stoves

A meal.
A conversation. 
A performance 
provocation.



WORKSHOPS

Terreiro de Nossos
Memorias
Brazil 2013

Terreiro de Nossos Memorias is a weeklong 
workshop for young people lead by Unfinished 
Business director Leo Kay. The workshops 
explore personal biography and mythical 
stories from the pantheon of animistic 
god-heads: Orixas, culminating in a live 
performance with an audience. Leo Kay is an 
experienced workshops leader and often works 
with young people and emerging artists. Over 
the last decade he has become renowned for 
successfully bringing street arts and spoken 
word into a theatrical contexts. Through this 
workshop, Leo will draw on this experience, 
encouraging the young people to develop their 
established skills, as well as introducing them 
to new contemporary performance methods. 

The first Terreiro de Nossos Memorias will take 
place in partnership with the Guaruja based 
NGO ‘Black Cia do Brazil’ in May 2013, after 
which Leo intends to continue to develop this 
workshop for other groups.



WORKSHOPS

Personal Manifesto
Workshop
with Leo Kay

Leo Kay has developed this exciting workshop 
practice surrounding the creation of personal 
manifestos. It is suitable for established and 
emerging artists as well as students and 
non-artist. The workshop lasts between two 
days and a week and is designed to stimulate 
an in-depth examination of the participants’ 
individual creative processes and a heightened 
awareness of their personal motivations.
Leo aims to empower participants with a 
sense of creative autonomy, so that they 
feel confident to make decisions within their 
creative expression with the knowledge that 
these decisions are linked to their core beliefs 
and emotional drives. 

This workshop can be used to precede a further 
performance-making workshop for artists, 
surrounding Leo Kay’s diverse creative practice.  
It can also be a stand-alone workshop and is 
relevant to anyone who wishes to approach their 
creativity in a new way and to interrogate their 
personal beliefs and the impact that they have 
on their actions. 



IN DEVELOPMENT

Why the F*** Not?
Created by Unfinished Business

WHY THE F*** NOT? is a multi art form 
theatrical exploration of control and freedom, 
youth disaffection and the cult of materialism.  
Leo Kay originally created the performance 
with Contact Young Actors Company, a 
Manchester based youth theatre, as part of a 
six-month virtual collaboration with Trinidadian 
company, The Arts in Action Wordsmiths.  
The group devised a powerful piece of 
theatre that brought raw insight into the 
frustrations and realisations of young people 
in a time of riots, protest, and social change.  
Combining physical theatre, video art, film, a 
driving electronica score, autobiographical 
spoken word and an audacious use of paint, 
the performance triggered a barrage of 
constructive, inspired and complimentary 
feedback when it was performed in
Manchester in 2012.  

In early 2014 Unfinished Business plan to tour 
the show to major UK cities.  In addition to the 
performance they will collaborate with venues 
and local young people to create a series of 
dynamic weekend festivals, providing a platform 
for young people to showcase their work and to 
address questions surrounding their position in 
society.  Unfinished Business are also keen to 
explore international touring for this work and to  
develop new cross cultural collaborations
for young people.

“A knockout show.
A triumph for CYAC
and their audience.
We all left shaken, 
awoken, together.
A beautiful,
unapologetic
exploration of youth
and community. 
Startling.”
Audience Member, 2012



Baba Israel’s
New Solo Show
Directed by Leo Kay

Baba Israel specialises in making work 
combining hip-hop and spoken word with 
theatre and performance.  He recently returned 
home to New York City after spending the last 
three-and-a-half years as Artistic Director and 
CEO of Manchester’s Contact Theatre.  Back in 
NYC Baba is creating a new solo performance 
in collaboration with Leo Kay as Director. The 
concept for the show was triggered has been 
triggered by the death of Baba’s father, Steve 
Ben Israel, who was a core member the Living 
Theatre and a prolific poet, comedian, social 
activist and jazz musician.  

Delving into his father’s fifty-year archive, to 
sample sounds, visuals and stories, Baba’s 
aims to create a Jazz hop, spoken story 
concert, celebrating a life of action, humour 
and political poetics, with a beatbox bounce 
and the blue of a jazz piano.   

Thanks to a commission from Theatre in the
Mill, Bradford (UK), research and development 
will begin in New York in July 2013. The show
is expected to tour internationally from
Autumn 2014.

IN DEVELOPMENT



For more information regarding any of the 
projects mentioned or Unfinished Business 
in general, please contact Anna Smith on 
unfinishedbusiness.anna@gmail.com

LEO KAY
Artistic Director
+44 (0)7980 652833
leo@madrugada.info   
 
ANNA SMITH
Company Producer
+44 (0)7854 423 991
unfinishedbusiness.anna@gmail.com 
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